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FINDINGS OF FACT 

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 
reWater, LLC requests a conditional use permit to add three additional water recycling ponds with related 
surface facilities at the existing Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility (Facility 274) adding an 
additional 1,787,632 barrels of water storage capacity. The existing recycling facility with Ponds 1 & 2 have 
been previously authorized by the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (UDOGM) draft rule R649-9 
(Exploration and Production Recycling Facilities). The objective of the existing Pleasant Valley E&P Waste 
Disposal Facility and three proposed ponds is to safely receive, recycle, and store drilling, completion and 
produced water from nearby oil and gas development and production operations. Produced water recycling 
is permitted as a produced water disposal facility land use in the A-5 zoning district with a conditional use 
permit. 

Parcels Included in Proposal 

Parcel Acreage 

00-0035-0098 49.89 

00-0035-0097 12.23 

00-0035-0096 26.77 

00-0035-0095 111.11 

 TOTAL:      200.00 

 

HISTORY OF EVENTS 

 March 11, 2026 ................................. Land use application submitted. 

 March 11, 2026 ................................. The application was deemed complete.  

 March 12 through April 2, 2026 ........... Public hearing notice posted in the . 

 March 18 and 25, 2026 ...................... Public hearing notice published in the Uintah Basin Standard. 

 March 18, 2026 ................................. Public hearing notice mailed to property owners within 300 
feet of proposed conditional use. 

 March 19, 2026 ................................. Public Hearing notice mailed to property owners within two (2) 
miles of proposed conditional use. 

 April 2, 2026 ...................................... Planning Commission meeting. 
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DUCHESNE COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS COMPLIANCE REVIEW 

Application Required 
All requests for a conditional use permit shall be made on the application form provided by the county, detailing 
the nature of the conditional use request. The applicant shall also provide the necessary information identifying 
the purpose of the conditional use request, and all required information shall be provided to the planning office 
twenty one (21) days prior to the planning commission meeting. The planning commission is authorized to 
render a final decision on the issuance of a conditional use permit following the review and receipt of a 
recommendation from the zoning administrator. (8-13-2: APPLICATION FOR PERMIT) 

Application was originally submitted in July 2025 as an Oil and Gas Drilling and Exploration Site 
Administrative Conditional Use Permit. Application was successfully resubmitted and determined to be 
complete on March 11, 2026. 

Public Hearing Required 
All applications for a conditional use permit shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this title, and 
shall be the subject of a public hearing held before the planning commission for which a minimum of fourteen 
(14) days' public notice has been provided and the planning staff notifying all property owners by U.S. mail 
within three hundred feet (300') of the proposed conditional use. (8-13-3: PUBLIC HEARING REQUIRED) 

A public hearing notice was published in the Uintah Basin Standard on March 18 and 25, 2026, and posted in 
the Duchesne County Administrative Building, Duchesne County website, and on the Utah Public Notice 
website on March 12, 2026, running until April 2, 2026. The public hearing notice was mailed to property 
owners within 300 feet of the proposed conditional use permit on March 18, 2026. 

Findings Required 
A. Findings Required: The planning commission may grant a conditional use permit in compliance with this 

title if, from the application and the facts presented at the public hearing, it finds: 
1. The proposed use at the proposed location will not be unduly detrimental or injurious to property or 

improvements in the vicinity, and will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or general welfare. 
2. The proposed use will be located and conducted in compliance with the goals and policies of the 

county general plan and the purposes of this title. 
3. That the property on which the use, building or other structure is proposed is of adequate size and 

dimensions to permit the conduct of the use in such a manner that will not be materially detrimental 
to adjoining and surrounding properties. (8-13-4: FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL) 

B. Conditions: 
1. In approving a conditional use permit, the planning commission may impose such reasonable 

conditions or restrictions as it deems necessary to secure the purposes of the county general plan and 
to assure operation of the use in a manner compatible with the aesthetics, mass, bulk and character 
of existing and potential uses in the general vicinity. Minimum conditions shall be included for 
produced water disposal facilities, extraction of earth products and residential treatment or secure 
treatment facilities as indicated in section 8-13-5 of this chapter. 

2. When approving a conditional use permit, the planning commission may impose such requirements 
and conditions as follows: location, construction, maintenance, odor control, operation, site planning, 
traffic control, dust control, noise, time limits and other items for the conditional use permit as 
deemed necessary for the protection of adjacent properties and the public interest. The planning 
commission may require guarantees or other evidence that such conditions will be met and complied 
with. (8-13-4: FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL) 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3358
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3360
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3362
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3370#JD_8-13-5
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3362
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Expansion of a produced water recycling facility at this location will not be unduly detrimental or injurious to 
property or improvements in the vicinity, nor will it be detrimental to the public health safety or general 
welfare if the applicant adheres to the conditions proposed herein, as approved by the Planning 
Commission. The goals and policies of the county general plan support economic development and the 
supporting industries to energy development. With the facility allowed as a conditional use in the A-5 
Agriculture Zoning District and setback from residential development, the proposed conditional use aligns 
with the purposes of Duchesne County zoning ordinance for regular and orderly development. The 200 total 
acres included in the expansion of the produced water recycling facility is of adequate size and dimensions 
to permit the conduct of the use in such a manner that will not be materially detrimental to adjoining and 
surrounding properties. 

Specific Conditional Uses Regulated: Produced Water Disposal Facilities 
A. Fencing: The site must be fenced to sustain safety, and prevent access by livestock, wildlife and 

unauthorized personnel; 
B. Compliance with State: Mandatory compliance with state division of oil, gas and mining (DOGM) general 

rules, including submittal of the DOGM application and DOGM approval to the county prior to the receipt 
of water; 

C. Odor Control: Mandatory odor control; 
D. Distance Requirements: Must be located a minimum of two (2) miles from any state or federal highway, 

city, town, or primary residential use (as determined by the county tax rolls) and at least one mile from the 
property line of a parcel containing a primary residential use, unless written consent to locate closer is 
obtained from the owner of the property containing the primary residential use; 

E. Number Permitted: Produced water disposal ponds shall be limited by number on each conditional use 
permit to the number of ponds that would be under construction within eighteen (18) months and 
completed within three (3) years of permit approval, and cannot be enlarged or modified until the issue is 
re-presented to the planning commission for a new conditional use permit and the enlargement or 
modification is approved; 

F. Section 404 Permit Required: Prior to receipt of water, the applicant must provide the county with evidence 
of compliance with the section 404 permit process administered by the U.S. army corps of engineers and 
the migratory bird treaty act administered by the U.S. fish and wildlife service; 

G. Notice Requirements: Notwithstanding the notification requirements of section 8-13-3 of this chapter, 
mailed notice of the public hearing shall be given to all property owners within two (2) miles of the parcel 
proposed for the use; 

H. On Site Operator: An operator shall be on site at all times for monitoring of the site during receiving 
operations. The facility shall be secured against entry when an operator is not present. (8-13-5-1: 
PRODUCED WATER DISPOSAL FACILITIES) 

The produced water facility remains fenced. The facility as proposed complies with state regulations as 
shown by the State Engineer’s approval of the plans for the facility1, and the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and 

 
1 Utah Division of Water Rights letter dated July 7, 2025, Order of the State Engineer for Application No. 
UT54137, UT54139, and UT54140. Signed by Matthew L. Call, P.E. – Assistant State Engineer. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3371
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3371
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Mining approval of the application to construct the additional Ponds 3, 4, and 5, with conditions2, on July 1, 
2025. Odor is minimal, due to hydrocarbons being stripped as part of the processing of the produced water. 
No state of federal highway, city, town, or primary residential use is within two (2) miles of the proposed 
facility. No parcel containing a primary residential use is within one (1) mile of the proposed facility. The 
impetus of this conditional use permit was the expansion of this facility from two ponds to five. The three 
proposed ponds will be required to be under construction within eighteen (18) months of approval 
completed within three (3) years of the same date. No enlargement or modification is allowed without the 
issue being presented to the planning commission for a new conditional use permit. A Section 404 permit is 
required for any discharge of produced water into U.S. waters, including wetlands. Since no water is being 
discharged, a Section 404 permit would not apply. Additional public hearing notices were sent on March 19, 
2026, to all property owners within two (2) miles of the four parcels associated with the facility. There are 
three employees dedicated to the facility since it is fully automated. 

Term Of Permit 
Unless there is substantial action under a conditional use permit within a period of eighteen (18) months of its 
issuance, the permit shall be considered null and void. (8-13-6: TERM OF PERMIT) 

CONCLUSIONS 
1. The request complies with the requirements of the Duchesne County Zoning Ordinance. 
2. The request is valid. 

RECOMMENDATION 
A recommended motion for this conditional use permit may be as follows: “I move to approve the request to 
expand the reWater LLC produced water recycling facility by three (3) ponds, with the following conditions: 

1. The site remains fenced. 
2. The facility remains compliant with state requirements. 
3. Odor be minimized, and if a complaint be lodged, and the facility is verified to be the source, the 

operator address the odor to return to level as described in this conditional use permit within a 
reasonable time; 

4. The three proposed ponds be under construction within eighteen (18) months of conditional use 
permit approval and completed within three (3) years of the same date. No enlargement or 
modification is allowed without the issue being presented to the planning commission for a new 
conditional use permit. 

5. If any treated produced water be discharged into waters of the U.S. or wetlands, a Section 404 
permit be obtained from the Army Corp of Engineers. 

6. An operator shall be on site at all times for monitoring of the site during receiving operations. The 
facility shall be secured against entry when an operator is not present. 

 
2 Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining Form 9 Sundry Notices and Reports on Facilities: Sundry Number: 
135025, Facility Number: 274; received February 6, 2025. Includes attachment: Sundry Conditions for 
Facility Number 274. Approved on July 1, 2025, by Corie Miller, Environmental Manager. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/duchesnecountyut/latest/duchesneco_ut/0-0-0-3439
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Recommended to the Planning Commission this day, [state date of Planning Commission meeting], by 

Duchesne County Zoning Administrator 

 _________________________________________________ 

  Mike Gottfredson AICP 
  Deputy Director of Community Development 
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STATE OF UTAH
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND MINING 

FORM 9 

SUNDRY NOTICES AND REPORTS ON FACILITIES 

1. TYPE OF FACILITY 
  Recycling Facilities 

5. FACILITY NAME: 
 Pleasant Valley 

2. NAME OF OPERATOR: 
 reWater, LLC 

6. FACILITY NUMBER: 
 274 

3. ADDRESS OF OPERATOR: 
 4844 N 300 W Suite 100 , Provo, UT, 84604 

7. PHONE NUMBER: 
  

4. LOCATION OF FACILITY 
  Qtr/Qtr:SESE Section: 26 Township: 4S Range: 3W Meridian: U 

COUNTY: 
 DUCHESNE 

STATE:
 UTAH 

11. 

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOXES TO INDICATE NATURE OF NOTICE, REPORT, OR OTHER DATA 

TYPE OF SUBMISSION TYPE OF ACTION 

    NOTICE OF INTENT 
Approximate date work will start: 

3/7/2025 

    SUBSEQUENT REPORT 
Date of Work Completion: 

  

    New Facility Construction   
    Repair of Facility   
    Facility Reclamation   
    Facility Status Report   
    Results of Sampling   
    Change to Previous Plans   
    E&P Waste Disposal Facility Permit   
    5 Year Renewal   
    Other Additional Ponds 3, 4 & 5 Construction

12. DESCRIBE PROPOSED OR COMPLETED OPERATIONS. Clearly show all pertinent details including dates, depths, volumes, etc. 

 reWater, LLC requests approval for three additional water recycling
ponds with related surface facilities at the existing Pleasant Valley
E&P Waste Disposal Facility (Facility 274) adding an additional
1,787,632 barrels of water storage capacity. The existing recycling
facility with Ponds 1 & 2 have been previously authorized by the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (UDOGM) draft rule R649-9
(Exploration and Production Recycling Facilities). The objective of the
existing Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility and three
proposed ponds is to safely receive, recycle, and store drilling,
completion and produced water from nearby oil and gas
development and production operations. Required application
details attached to include a plan, plats package and supplemental
information for the additional ponds.

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)  
 Don Hamilton  

PHONE NUMBER
4356503866 

TITLE
 Permitting Agent 

SIGNATURE
 N/A 

DATE
 2/6/2025 

Please  Review Attached Condi t ions      

July 01, 2025

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274

□

J

Approved by the 
Utah Division of 

Oil, Gas and Mining

Date:______________

By: Zoll
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The Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining

- State of Utah
- Department of Natural Resources 

Electronic Permitting System - Sundry Notices

Sundry Conditions For Facility Number 274 

Conditions of Approval: 

-The operator shall comply with rules and regulations set forth in R649-9; Exploration and Production
Recycling Facilities. 

-The long term produced water recycling pond facility shall be designed, maintained, and operated to
separate oil, or floating solids, from produced water prior to discharge into a pond. 

-Hydrocarbon accumulation, other than de minimis quantities, on an produced water recycling pond is
considered a violation and shall be both reported to the division and removed within 24 hours. 

-A minimum of 2 feet of freeboard shall be maintained in the pond(s) at all times. 

-The leak detection system must be checked weekly. Any leak must be reported to OGM immediately,
and corrective measures must be communicated to OGM. 

-Unauthorized discharges or spills from E and P recycling facilities including water observed in a leak
detection system shall be reported, within 24 hours, to the division. 

Construction Notification Requirements: 

The operator is required to notify the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 72 hours prior to the following
actions: -Commencing earthwork -Installation of HDPE liners (secondary, geonet and primary)
-Installation of leak detection 

Contact Information: 

The following are Division of Oil, Gas and Mining contacts and their telephone numbers (please leave a
voicemail message if the person is not available to take the call): 

Liahona Oloapu, Environmental Scientist 385-602-7327 loloapu@utah.gov 

Corie Miller Environmental Manager 801-588-9020 coriemiller@utah.gov 

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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reWater, LLC

Ponds 3, 4 & 5 Permit Application
Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility

(Water Recycling Facility 274)

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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February 6, 2025 
 

 
 
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
P.O. Box 145801 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801 
 
 
RE: Application and Revised Business Plan for Proposed Ponds 3, 4 & 5 
Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility (Water Recycling Facility 274) 
 
 
Introduction 
reWater, LLC requests approval for three additional water recycling ponds with related 
surface facilities at the existing Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility (Facility 
274) adding an additional 1,787,632 barrels of water storage capacity.  The existing 
recycling facility with Ponds 1 & 2 have been previously authorized by the Utah Division 
of Oil, Gas and Mining (UDOGM) draft rule R649-9 (Exploration and Production 
Recycling Facilities).  Facility 274 (facility) was previously acquired from Dalbo (Q1, 
2023), an industry leader in water management, and upgraded by re-Water, LLC to 
recycle produced and completion flow-back water to the extent possible for reuse in the 
drilling and completion of wells in the region. Initial approvals, construction and operation 
was focused on produced water disposal but reWater, LLC realized the true potential of 
the facility was to recycle water as the commodity becomes more limited with more 
regulatory restrictions in our arid environment. Water treatment and storage is an integral 
component of water recycling and required at the facility with only minor water losses 
anticipated to natural associated storage ponds evaporation. Any waste generated from 
the recycling facility does and will continue to be disposed of at approved and regulated 
commercial waste disposal facilities. 
 
The objective of the existing Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility and three 
proposed ponds is to safely receive, recycle, and store drilling, completion and produced 
water from nearby oil and gas development and production operations. This facility is 
focused on recycling produced water for drilling and completions operations to reduce 
overall project freshwater usage in full compliance with applicable regulations. 
 
 
Facility Process, Design and Proposed Upgrades 
Following recent upgrades, Facility 274 presently consists of an operational water 
separation and filtration process with two previously authorized and existing ponds 
(Ponds 1 & 2).  No changes or upgrades to the existing infrastructure is proposed with 
this application.   The existing liquids processing equipment, consisting of a gun barrel 
and a series of cascading separation tanks (11 total tanks), will continue to will receive, 
settle, separate and store liquids onsite. There are three main phases of separation in 
this existing system that will also be employed for water entering Ponds 3, 4 & 5: 

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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1) Oil will be separated from incoming liquids and sent to the “slop tanks” via Coriolis
density meters at the load rack and inlet. Oil will also be skimmed from each tank
back to “slop tanks”. The oil in the slop tank will be treated with heat and chemical
(emulsion breaker) and given retention time to separate. The sellable oil will be
transferred to oil storage tanks and transported by truck to sales with appropriate
quarterly reporting to the UDOGM.

2) Slop / solids waste will remain as a bi-product from separating oil and water.
Solids consisting primarily of iron sulfides will be removed from the processing
tanks via a manual clean out process and sent to a third-party for disposal at a
permitted and managed commercial land farm.

3) Remaining water will travel through a series of cascading tanks and will be filtered
via sock filters to remove any remaining solids prior to being sent to the existing
and proposed storage ponds.

Ponds Construction 
Proposed Ponds 3, 4 & 5 will be constructed to the same standards as existing Ponds 
1 & 2 with focus on updated regulations within draft rule R649-9.   The liquids falling 
out of the production stream will be captured in the slug catcher and dumped into (2) 
onsite 500-barrel (bbl) storage tanks for further processing. Proposed ponds will be 
used to contain hydrocarbon and solids free processed water that has passed through 
the gun barrel facility and associated filters. Treated water will be stored in existing 
ponds 1 & 2 and proposed ponds 3, 4 & 5. The facility also has two fresh water 
storage ponds with a capacity of 1.2 million bbls, fresh water may be blended with the 
recycled produced water for reuse within area drilling and completion operations. 

The location of the proposed ponds is in an area with only minor surface water 
drainage concerns and where subsurface information is understood because of past 
excavation and drilling activity in and around the existing facility. The proposed ponds 
are not located in a flood plain and therefore should not receive surface water through 
sheet flow following large storm events that may not reach established drainages prior 
to entering the proposed pond area. The pond exterior walls will prevent any surface 
water from entering the proposed ponds. Additionally, the established drainages 
around the proposed pond would be maintained to collect and divert the surface run-
off around the area. An inspection of the drainages, and pond area will be completed 
monthly and after large storm events to determine if modifications, and or repairs 
need to be made. Furthermore, surface water, that enters the ponds area will be 
diverted around the ponds as necessary and practical and allowed to drain away from 
the facility; 

The three proposed ponds are located with greater than 50% of their volume in cut 
material and with levees less than 25% of the total vertical depth of each pond. The 
pond levees will be compacted in lifts to no less than 95% of the optimum dry density 
as obtained by the AASHTO Method T-99.  Fresh and recycled water will enter the 
pond 4-inches above the maximum water line to prevent the pipe-liner interface seal 
from being in continuous contact with the water. The liner will be sealed through 
fusion or other manufacturer recommended long-term seal to prevent any leakage 
around any pipe/liner interfaces. The proposed ponds will be closed to influent water, 
if needed, to maintain a safe and adequate storage capacity and maintain a marked 
two-feet of free-board at each pond. The receiving headwork is designed to prevent 
hydrocarbons and solids from entering the ponds. Should hydrocarbons ever become 
present a floating/absorbent boom will be deployed as a further measure to prevent 
hydrocarbons from accumulating on the pond surface. This floating/absorbent boom 
will also make removal of residual hydrocarbons less difficult; 

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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A leak detection collection system will be installed above the secondary liner and below 
the primary liner at each of the three proposed ponds. Each pond's leak detection 
system shall include an individual monitoring sump. A permeable material will be 
installed between the two liners to allow water to flow unimpeded towards the collection 
sumps. Pea gravel, (or similar material) will be placed around the leak-detection sumps 
between the two liners on the bottom of the ponds to serve as a conduit to the leak 
detection system for any liquids that may breach the primary liner. The secondary liner 
will be installed and sealed around the leak-detection drainage pipe utilizing a water stop 
to prevent any water from leaving the secondary liner except through the drainage pipes. 
The drainage pipes will exit outside of the pond area into a sump that will facilitate the 
visual inspection of each sump. The sumps will also be used to clean out accumulated 
rainwater should rainwater collect in the sump (see attached plats). The leak-detection 
sump will be monitored monthly at a minimum.   
 
The occurrence of water in a leak detection system during operation constitutes liner 
failure and requires immediate action. The division has the option of allowing the 
operator a short period of time to take corrective action. Further utilization will be allowed 
only after liner repairs and an inspection by the division, which inspection shall occur 
within ten days after the operator has taken corrective action and notified the division 
regarding the action taken to resolve the situation. 
 
The area will be adequately fenced to prevent unauthorized entry, and prevent livestock 
from accessing the ponds. Gates installed along the fence will be always closed to help 
prevent unauthorized entry. The fence and gates will be inspected for damage or 
deterioration weekly, and repairs made as soon as practicable to correct any problem 
detected. A minimum sized 24" by 18" sign containing legal description, lease name, 
operator and county will be established and maintained at the proposed pond for 
identification. The lettering on the sign shall be kept in a legible condition and shall be 
large enough to be legible under normal conditions at 25 feet. 
 
Liner Details and Repair 
The proposed ponds can be closed to influent water, if needed, to maintain a safe and 
adequate storage capacity while maintaining two-feet of freeboard. Subsurface 
discharge of water from the ponds will be prevented through use of an appropriate HDPE 
synthetic primary liner and a secondary liner that will be separated by a permeable layer 
to serve as a conduit to the leak detection system. The synthetic liners have an 
anticipated lifespan of 30 years. An inspection of the liner and seals will be completed 
and repaired or replaced when necessary. The primary liner shall be constructed with a 
minimum 60-mil HDPE or equivalent liner approved by the division. All installation 
practices will adhere to manufacturer specification and be performed by manufacturer 
authorized installers under the direction of a Professional Engineer or his representative. 
The above specified liner will be unrolled and multiple lengths placed along the bottom 
and sides of the pond to minimize seams. The seams and pipe-liner interfaces will then 
be fused together with heat until a solid impermeable liner exists. Finally, the liner ends 
will be keyed into a trench and buried along the perimeter of the pond. 
 
Significant amounts of precipitated solids in the ponds is not anticipated. Should any 
solids precipitate, they will be transported by truck to a licensed commercial landfill at the 
end of the pond’s useful life. Additionally, any solids that have collected on the bottom of 
the receiving headworks will be periodically removed and properly disposed of in a 
licensed commercial landfill. In the unlikely event of hydrocarbons entering a pond they 
will be retained in a small area near the discharge point with floating hydrophobic booms 
for efficient removal. Any hydrocarbons on the pond will be removed as soon as 
practicable with absorbent pads or a vacuum truck. The recovered hydrocarbons will be 
recycled or properly disposed of. 
 

Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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While geosynthetic liner is manufactured to endure, animals, high winds, hail, extreme 
heat and cold, UV degradation, and mechanical damage issues can occur and lead to a 
pond leak. If water is detected during routine monitoring efforts or the pond level 
fluctuates inconsistent with routine pond use an initial investigation should be performed 
to determine likely causes, if an obvious cause is not found then the water level within 
the leaking pond should be quickly and systematically lowered until a visible leak is 
found or water stops rising within the monitoring sumps. If necessary, the pond will be 
pumped dry to make repairs. Once the leak is identified liner repair requires pre-planning 
that should be completed in consultation with manufacturers specifications and repair 
guidelines and considers the size of the repair and the age and integrity of the overall 
liner. In general liner repairs would be completed using the following guidelines: 

 The simplest and easiest damage to repair and less than four inches in length 
may simply require thorough area cleaning the leak area and joining the torn 
areas utilizing a heat gun or squeeze welding torch to carefully fuse the original 
liner material and repair the leak. 

 For a larger repair cut a repair material of the same material and thickness into a 
round or oval shape (about three times the damaged part area) and cover the 
damaged part for repair. Generally, hot air gun, squeeze welding torch or special 
geomembrane glue is used to repair such damage. 

 When the damaged part is at the joint of the geomembrane generally due to the 
cracking of the welded seam caused by the stress of the geomembrane. To repair 
such damage, the cracked welded seam must be cleaned up, and then re-welded 
with a double-track crawling welding machine. Use an extrusion welding gun for 
welding repair. After the repair is completed, the repaired part should be pressure 
tested to prevent cracking again. 

 When the damaged part is at the corner or combined with other materials it is very 
difficult to repair such damage, and the repair method should be carefully selected 
according to the actual situation. Generally, joints or places with small damage 
should be repaired with an extrusion welding torch, areas with small damage at 
the corners should be repaired with hot air guns, and areas with large damage at 
the corners should be patched with welding machines. 

 Finally, no matter what kind of damaged geomembrane is to be repaired, the 
repair material selected should be the same as the original geomembrane in 
material, thickness, and quality standards. Geomembranes that are lower than the 
original geomembrane quality standards and thickness cannot be used as repair 
materials. 

 
Management and Monitoring Plan 
Facility 274 will be monitored daily by the local and trained operations team. Specifically, 
the following procedures will be provided to operations: 

1) Start Up Procedure; 
2) Shut Down Procedure; 
3) Operating Procedure(s); 
4) Maintenance and testing Procedure(s); 
5) Emergency Shut Down Procedure(s); and 
6) HSE Reporting and Compliance Procedure(s). 

 
The procedures will include but are not limited to daily hands-on and visual inspection 
and assessment by the operations team. This would include the following: 

1) Facility and access are maintained and safe, free of ruts, drainage issues, trash, 
debris, staining or other environmental concerns; 

2) Facilities are free of signs of overflow and erosion; 
3) Tanks, piping, and process equipment are free of leaks, drips, stains and 

corrosion; 
4) Equipment doesn’t show excessive wear or need of immediate shut down / 
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maintenance; 
5) Process controls such as heaters, pumps, emissions control devices, level 

sensors, shut down switches and other critical devices are in good working order; 
6) Leak detection system monitoring and accessible; 
7) Process sampling is being completed; and 
8) Reporting and compliance procedures are in place. 

 
Contingency Plan 
The facility design and construction has taken the facility from an outdated truck off- load 
facility to a state-of-the-art water recycling facility with additional water storage capacity 
required at this time. Fulltime surveillance via automation, alarm systems and remote 
viewing capabilities will ensure that the operations team is notified prior to any system 
upsets with adequate response time. If for some reason the operations team is not able 
to respond in time to avoid an upset, the facility is equipped with emergency shutdowns 
and automated systems to stop the flow of gases and liquids in and out of the facility. All 
equipment, design parameters, equipment specifications and safeguards built into the re-
Water facility have been evaluated by professional engineers, regulators and by the 
operations team intended to operate the facility. The facility will be protected by 
redundant automated systems and devices to prevent overflow, spilling, over 
temperature, fire, explosion, and other unplanned events. Operating parameters will be 
programmed into devices and said devices will operate as outlined below: 

1) 24/7 monitoring and reporting through radio communications / SCADA. 
Operations will have access to view / monitor operating parameters via mobile 
devices; 

2) In case of abnormal condition or parameters, a sequence of events will be 
triggered based on a risk assessment and cause & effect (C&E) diagram. In the 
case of high tank levels, the following sequence would occur: 

i) Notification to operator (High Level) will be sent at set level in tank from High 
Level Switch; 

ii) If levels continue to climb and are not resolved a second notification will be 
sent (High High Level) from a High High-Level Switch (HHLS); 

iii) If levels continue to climb and reach a critical point, prior to spill, the facility 
would then ESD (Emergency Shut Down) and all incoming liquids would be 
stopped via automated valves closing on the inlet to facility from the truck rack 
and pipelines; and 

iv) After issues are resolved a manual / onsite reset will be required to restart the 
facility to prevent operations from starting process back up remotely without 
having line of site on facility during start-up. 

3) Other processes such as burner management systems on tanks (heaters), 
pumps, skim lines, filter skids, etc. will have alarms and automated devices that 
act in a similar fashion:  

v) Warning; 
vi) Final Warning; and 
vii) Shut Down or ESD facility or process. 

 
A periodic review of facility systems and the ponds area must be conducted to identify 
equipment that may be experiencing abnormal or unusual operating or maintenance 
conditions. On-site visits may be considered along with analysis of records to complete 
this review. Immediate action shall be taken to report and correct a hazardous or 
potentially hazardous condition that may influence the integrity of a facility system. 
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Summary 
Ultimately, trained eyes on facility via remote surveillance, on site observation, operator 
experience and understanding of the facility and its operation are the best prevention 
tools for avoiding health, safety, or environmental incidents. The facility is in a remote 
area of rural Utah with limited consequence to any nearby permanent population. This 
plan is limited to emergency response, operators and government agencies and is not 
for public distribution. This plan is designed to augment and not replace current 
emergency response plans and that current emergency response plans be reviewed 
annual to ensure compliance with the facilities operation. 
 
 
 
reWater, LLC 
4844 N 300 W, Suite 100 
Provo, Utah 84604 
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Pleasant Valley E&P Waste Disposal Facility (Water Recycling Facility 274)

Property Location:
200 Acres in Sections 25, 26, 35 

and 36, T4S, R3W, USB&M
Duchesne County, Utah 

Property Address:
10300 West BLM Fence Road
Bridgeland, Duchesne County, 

Utah 84021
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• Daniel Gunnell – CEO
• Kimball Hodges – President
• Bradley Gunnell – CLO
• Dustin Treick – COO dustin@wemenergy.com
• Keith Schetne – CFO 
• Lynn Hadlock – Field Supervisor lynn@wemenergy.com
• Jake Woodland – VP Surface
• Bryan Martin – Facilities and Automation
• BJ Hadlock – Facilities Manager
• Geo-Strata, Mike mikev@geostrata-llc.com
• Outlaw McCoy Anderson mccoy@outlaw-engineering.com
• Star Point Enterprises, Inc. Don Hamilton starpoint@etv.net

Points of Contact
Sundry Number: 135025 Facility Number: 274
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PLEASANT VALLEY
NORTH PONDS 3, 4 & 5

LOCATION: SECTION 25, 26, 35, 36 T4S, R3W, U.S.B.&M.
DUCHESNE COUNTY, UTAH

LAT: 40.09776  LONG: -110.18088

PLEASANT VALLEY NORTH PONDS 3, 4 & 5

SHEET
NUMBER

DESCRIPTION

TITLE SHEET1

2

INDEX TO SHEETS

POND GRADING

3 POND LAYOUT

PROJECT
SITE

BRIDGELAND

MYTON

PROJECT SITE

4 PLAN & PROFILES

5 PIPE DETAILS

SPECIAL NOTE:
1. PONDS 3-5 ARE PRODUCED WATER PONDS AND WILL BE FILLED FROM POND 3 WHICH WILL

SPILL TO POND 4 AND FINALLY TO POND 5.  THESE PONDS MUST COMPLY TO THE UTAH
DIVISION OF OIL GAS AND MINING RULES R649-9 AND THEREFORE, POND 5 DOES NOT
INCLUDE A SPILLWAY.  IT IS THE OPERATORS RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THE WATER DOESN'T
EXCEED THE MAX FILL LEVEL AS NOTED ON THE CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS.

2. PONDS 3-5 EACH HAVE AN EMBANKMENT THAT IMPOUNDS 20 AC FT OR LESS OF PRODUCED
WATER AND EACH POND REQUIRES A MINOR DAM PERMIT FROM THE UTAH DIVISION OF
WATER RIGHTS.  DUE TO THE ELIMINATION OF THE SPILLWAY IN POND 5, IT IS THE OPERATORS
RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN 3' OF FREEBOARD AT ALL TIMES BY REMAINING AT OR BELOW
THE MAX FILL LEVEL AS NOTED ON THE PLANS.   IF THE WATER EVER DOES ACCIDENTALLY
OVER TOP THE POND, THE BERM MUST BE RECONSTRUCTED AND RE-COMPACTED
ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF UTAH DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS DAM SAFETY GUIDELINES
FOR MINOR DAMS.
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DUCHESNE COUNTY, UTAH
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CROSS SECTION A-A

PONDS 3-5 GRADING PLAN

FILL

7,837

EXCESS/
IMPORT

ESTIMATED POND EARTHWORK
QUANTITIES

* NO SHRINK OR SWELL FACTORS
HAVE BEEN USED

(QUANTITIES EXPRESSED IN CUBIC YARDS)

ITEM

POND 5

CUT

150,130 142,293 (CUT) 

7,678POND 3 146,531 138,853 (CUT) 
9,541POND 4 139,242 129,701 (CUT) 

= EXIST CONTOURS
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ORDER OF THE STATE ENGINEER 
ORDER GRANTING PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT, ENLARGE, REPAIR, ALTER, REMOVE 

OR ABANDON A DAM  
 
Application Nos. UT54137, UT54139, and UT54140, submitted in the name of reWater, LLC 
(Don Hamilton), applicant, to construct dams without submission of formal plans is hereby 
APPROVED. The applicant is hereby authorized to conduct the work detailed in the applications 
and supporting documentation, as described in this Order. Any modification may require 
additional authorization and/or application resubmittal. 
 
The applicant is ORDERED to abide by the terms and conditions of this Order as follows: 

 
1. Authorization is hereby granted to construct the proposed dams as detailed in the 

applications and supporting documents. 
 

2. All design and construction activities undertaken shall be commensurate with 
state-of-the-art standards.  

 
3. Identification of the inspector and the contractor for the projects along with inspectors’ 

journals and results of material testing performed during construction shall be submitted to 
this office upon request. 

 
4. Approval will be voided if construction has not begun within 1 year of the date of this 

Order. 
 
The statutory process and criteria for evaluation of these applications are described at UTAH CODE 
ANN. § 73-5a-202 through 205. The State Engineer has determined that the applications meets the 
necessary legal criteria for approval based upon the following Findings of Fact and reasoning set 
forth in the Discussion.  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Pond 3 dam will impound 16.3 acre-feet of water above the natural ground surface. 
 
2. Pond 4 dam will impound 20.0 acre-feet of water above the natural ground surface. 

 
3. Pond 5 dam will impound 19.6 acre-feet of water above the natural ground surface. 
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DISCUSSION 

1. It is the opinion of the State Engineer that the proposed dams do not constitute a threat 
to human life if they fail.  

 
2. It is the opinion of the State Engineer that the proposed dams may result in only minor 

property damage that would be limited to property held by the owner of the structures 
if they fail. 

 
3. A review of the water rights listed in the application was performed by the Utah 

Division of Water Rights Regional Office and the following comment was submitted:  
 

Some of the federally reserved water rights, for Ute Energy and the Ute Tribe, 
that could be used for these ponds have not been fully quantified at this time. 
There are various freshwater water rights that could be used by the Ute Tribe, 
Ute Energy, and/or reWater, LLC for any freshwater uses. Where the ponds will 
be built on non-Tribal land, the Utah State Engineer would have jurisdiction for 
the water rights that would be used for any production water recycling purposes 
at this facility. The production water recyclers or recycled production water 
users should file the appropriate water rights paperwork with the Utah State 
Engineer's office. Our region office would be happy to help them with the 
paperwork. 

 
4. While this Order grants authorization for dam construction, coordination with the 

regional office is required to establish the project's water rights. 
 
Your contact with this office, should you need it, is with the Vernal Regional Office. The telephone 
number is 435-247-1514. 
 
This Order is subject to the provisions of Utah Admin. Code R655-6-17 of the Division of Water 
Rights and to Utah Code §§ 63G-4-302, 63G-4-402, and 73-3-14 which provide for filing either a 
Request for Reconsideration with the State Engineer or for judicial review with the appropriate 
District Court. A Request for Reconsideration must be filed in writing with the State Engineer 
within 20 days of the date of this Order. The written request shall be filed in-person, by mail, or 
electronically. If the request is filed electronically, it shall be submitted to: waterrights@utah.gov, 
which is the authorized general email for the Division. However, a Request for Reconsideration is 
not a prerequisite to filing for judicial review. A petition for judicial review must be filed within 
30 days after the date of this Order or, if a Request for Reconsideration has been filed, within 30 
days after the date the Request for Reconsideration is denied. A Request for Reconsideration is 
considered denied when no action is taken 20 days after the Request is filed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:waterrights@utah.gov


 
 
Page 3 
UT54137, UT54139, UT54140 
 
Dated this 7th day of July, 2025. 
     
 
 
      _________________________________________ 

Teresa Wilhelmsen, P.E. – State Engineer 
BY: Matthew L. Call, P.E. – Assistant State Engineer 

 
 
 
Mailed a copy of the foregoing Order this 7th day of July, 2025, to: 
 
reWater, LLC 
Don Hamilton  
4844 North 300 West, Suite 100 
Provo, UT 84604 
 
Andrew Dutson - Regional Engineer, andrewdutson@utah.gov  
Don Hamilton, starpoint@etv.net  
 
 
 

BY: _____________________________________ 
               Tiffany Gonzales, Administrative Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:andrewdutson@utah.gov
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LOCATION: SECTION 25, 26, 35, 36 T4S, R3W, U.S.B.&M.
DUCHESNE COUNTY, UTAH

LAT: 40.09776  LONG: -110.18088

PLEASANT VALLEY NORTH PONDS 3, 4 & 5
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4 PLAN & PROFILES

5 PIPE DETAILS

SPECIAL NOTE:
1. PONDS 3-5 ARE PRODUCED WATER PONDS AND WILL BE FILLED FROM POND 3 WHICH WILL SPILL TO

POND 4 AND FINALLY TO POND 5.  THESE PONDS MUST COMPLY TO THE UTAH DIVISION OF OIL GAS
AND MINING RULES R649-9 AND THEREFORE, POND 5 DOES NOT INCLUDE A SPILLWAY.  IT IS THE
OPERATORS RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THE WATER DOESN'T EXCEED THE MAX FILL LEVEL AS NOTED
ON THE CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS.

2. PONDS 3-5 EACH HAVE AN EMBANKMENT THAT IMPOUNDS 20 AC FT OR LESS OF PRODUCED WATER.
SPECIFICALLY :
POND 3 (76.2 AC FT)

IMPOUNDS 16.3 AC FT ABOVE EXISTING GRADE AND 59.9 AC FT BELOW EXISTING GRADE
POND 4 (73.6 AC FT)

IMPOUNDS 20.0 AC FT ABOVE EXISTING GRADE AND 53.6 AC FT BELOW EXISTING GRADE
POND 5  (78.0 AC FT)

IMPOUNDS 19.6 AC FT ABOVE EXISTING GRADE AND 58.4 AC FT BELOW EXISTING GRADE

(WATER STORED BELOW EXISTING IS NOT CONSIDERED IMPOUNDED WATER)
EACH POND REQUIRES A MINOR DAM PERMIT FROM THE UTAH DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS.  DUE TO
THE ELIMINATION OF THE SPILLWAY IN POND 5, IT IS THE OPERATORS RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN 3' OF
FREEBOARD AT ALL TIMES BY REMAINING AT OR BELOW THE MAX FILL LEVEL AS NOTED ON THE PLANS.   IF
THE WATER EVER DOES ACCIDENTALLY OVER TOP THE POND, THE BERM MUST BE RECONSTRUCTED AND
RE-COMPACTED ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF UTAH DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS DAM SAFETY GUIDELINES
FOR MINOR DAMS.
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